Bedbug Inspections
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1. Start by checking the bed, this is where people spend the majority of their time at night when the bedbugs are active.
2. Look at the bedding layer by layer, look for blood spots on the pillow, blankets, and sheets. After looking them over, remove them.
3. Next inspect these hot spots using your flashlight to illuminate dark areas, they are as follows.
· Mattress: in the seams and folds; they like the head of the bed.
· Box spring mattress: under the dust covers, in the seams and folds, under tags and the plastic corner pieces. They love the box springs.
· Bed side furniture: night stands, dressers, etc.
· Headboards and bed frames: back sides, corners, cracks and crevices, and wheels. They love to hide in cardboard and in wood.
· Baseboards: along the carpet edges, especially near the bed heads.
· Couches and recliners: under armrest, seams on the back, under flaps, under footrests on the recliners, and console cubbies.
4. Bedbugs can be virtually anywhere in a home. If you can stick a business card into a crack or crevice, a bedbug can hide in there. Some of the other places we have found bedbugs and areas you need to inspect are: in closets, inside speakers, kitchens, bathrooms, wall voids, outlet covers, curtains, windows, ceilings, clothes, bags, hats, coats, gloves, televisions and other electronics, fishing poles, door jamb trim, and more.
5. Look for fecal spots, which are small black raised spots that do not move when blown on or when a finger is rubbed over it.
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b. Look for skins of the bedbugs. When they molt from one stage to another they leave behind their old exoskeletons. These are left everywhere and are normally found before the bug itself is found.
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c. Look for the bugs themselves. There are many life cycles in the bedbug life span. There is the egg, five instars of nymphs, and the adult bedbug. 
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